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MISCELLANY. 


HOUSES OF THE EAST. 


Tue prefixed sketch represents the internal elevation, ground 
plan, and section of the terrace, of one of the houses of the east, 
which, like those of the cities upon the coast of Barbary, are known 
to have been built in nearly the same form for many ages. They 
are remarkable for enclosed courts and spacious chambers, so that 
a single house often accommodates several families; as, when 
parents indulge their married children with a share of their habita- 
tion; or when several persons contribute towards the rent: to this 
our Lord seems to allude, where he says, “in my father’s house are 
many mansions.” Hence it is that the cities of the Levant, thou 
they generally ocoupy less ground than those of Europe, are so 
exceedingly crowded and populous, that many persons fall victims 
to the plague and other contagious maladies. 

The streets of these cities, the better to shade them from the 
sun, are usually narrow, with sometimes a range of shops on each 
side. The door of the porch and one latticed window, or balcony, 
only, open into the street, all the rest of the windows, as above, look 
into the court. This external balcony is seldom used, except durin 
public festivals—at one of these, probably, Jezebel showed herself 
to Jehu, 2 Kings 9:30, when “ she painted her face, and tired her 
head, and looked out at a window.” 

The court is usually surrounded with galleries, not unlike those 
which may be remarked in old Inns in England. Into these galleries 
the spacious chambers of each floor open, having no communication 
with each other but what the galleries afford. ‘The stairs sometimes 
begin in the porch (see the ground plan) and are afterwards con- 
tinued through some one corner of each gallery to the top of the 
house, upon which they terminate in a door ; but they are generally 
carried up on the outside of the house: This may elucidate the in- 
Vox. L—E 








moe ce 


ae) EP ee 
aa ee 


: 8 
; 
> 





54 MISCELLANY. AUGUST, 








junction, Matt. 24:17. “Let him which is on the house top not 
come down to take any thing [the things* | out of his house,” for he 
might directly descend the stairs, and pass into the street, without 
entering into ary apartment of the house; or could escape to the 
city gates by passing along the house tops, as we shall presently 
proceed to show. 

The house-top which is invariably flat and covered with a strong 

laster of terrace, or cement, is on that account often called The 
Lerrace. It is generally enclosed by two walls, the highest towards 
the street ; the other, which is always breast high, in scripture called 
the battlements, Deut. 22:8, answering to our parapet, overhangs the 
court. Ballustrades and lattice work are sometimes used in its 
stead ; and upon such a slight support Ahaziah, 2 Kings 1:2, might 
be thoughtlessly leaning a he fell down into the court. Upon 
these terraces or house-tops, the inhabitants dry linen and flax, Josh. 
2:6, and, as a late traveller has observed, figs and raisins. Here 
also the families assemble to enjoy the cool, refreshing breezes of 
the evening ; and converse with one another; to which those words 
of our Lord, Matthew 10:27, and Luke 12:3, refer, “ what ye hear 
in the ear, that preach ye upon the house-tops.” “ And that which 
ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the 

ouse-tops.” On the terrace they frequently offer up their devotions ; 
here Peter prayed, Acts 10:9, and afterwards “ fell into a trance.” 
In the feast of tabernacles, booths were erected, Neh. 8:16, upon 
the roofs, along which, (as we have already hinted) when the cities 
are built upon level ground, there is a passage from the city gate at 
one end of the place, to a similar gate at the other, without any ne- 
cessary communication with the street. The inhabitants some- 
times sleep upon the roof. Here also the idolatrous kings and 

eople of Judah, (see Jeremiah 19:15, and 32:29,) worshipped 
“the Host of Heaven,” and “ offered incense unto Baal, and vour- 
ed out drink offerings unto other gods.” 

Sometimes a small room is built over the porch and set apart for 
strangers ; or for occasional privacy and retirement; such seems to 
have been the little chamber built by the Shunamite for Elisha, 2 
Kings 4:10, and the summer chamber of Eglon, through which Ehud 
escaped, Judges 3:23,24, after he had killed the Moabitish king,— 
and the chamber over the gate where David retired to weep for 
Absalom, 2 Sam. 18:33, from the roof of which his watchman, verse, 
24, descried the man running alone: such also might be the cham- 
ber where Tabitha was laid after death, Acts 9:37, and particularly 
that in the third loft (or gallery) from the window of which Euty- 
chus fell down, Acts 20:9. 

The eastern mode of building, helps us to account for the par- 
ticular structure of the house of Dagon, Judges 16:25, and the great 
numbers that were slain when Samson pulled down the pillars by 
which the galleries and part of the a f were supported. In the 


* Instead of t+, any thing, we should read fa, the things ; which reading is 
supported by all the best MSS., versions, and fathers. Vide Dr. Cranks, in loc. 
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palace of the Dey of Algiers, which is a structure enclosing an open 
court, like that we have here depicted, such entertainments as the 
lords of the Philistines gave in the house of Dagon, are frequently 
given; at which time the galleries and roof are covered with spec- 
tators pressing upon each other to look down into the court, where 
persons are placed, like Samson, “ to make them sport:” and 
hence the destruction that ensued when he pulled the pillars from 
beneath the Philistines, which must have precipitated them head- 
long into the court. 

We shall now request the attention of our readers to the open 
court itself, to inform them that as the heat is excessive in those 
countries, a curtain or awning is spread over it from battlement to 
battlement, to exclude the rays of the sun, and is therefore called 
the court veil or curtain. To this David beautifully alludes, Psalm 
104:2, “ who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain.’ This court 
is strewed with mats and carpets for the reception of large compa- 
nies, which are seldom admitted into any apartment of the house 
itself. This strengthens many other obvious reasons for concluding 
that our blessed Redeemer and his apostles frequently taught in 
these open areas or courts; and that at least he was preaching in 
one of them at the healing of the paralytic: so that the uncovering 
and breaking up of the roof, Mark 2:4, and letting the paralytic 
down through the tiling, as it has been translated in conformity 
with our ideas of houses, means nothing more than the removing or 
taking up of the curtain, court veil or awning, and letting the sick 

erson down upon his bed into the court beneath.* It is probable 
therefore that those words, Luke 5:19, “into the midst,” refer to 
the centre of such a court, area, or quadrangle. It appears from the 
same verse that the bearers could not directly approach our Lord 
“for the press;” but if the paralytic could not be carried up the 
stairs through the crowd, he might easily be taken to the house- 
top from the adjoining terraces, and from thence be let down over 
the battlements, “ into the midst (of the court) before Jesus.” 


MOUNT TABOR, 
AS SEEN FROM THE GREAT PLAIN OF ESDRAELON, 


The celebrated traveller from whose works the preceding view 
of Mount Tabor is taken, was prevented from visiting it by the fear 
of being plundered by the Arab banditti, who at that time particu- 
larly infested the great plain of Esdraelon, upon one side of which, 
Mount Tabor stands. It is entirely detached from any other 
mountain, and appears of a conical form, strongly resembling an 


* Or, as some suppose, they opened the trap door on the roof, by which 
they descended into the house ; and this door being too narrow to let down 
the sick man and his couch, they uncovered the roof, removed a part of the 
tiles, and having broken it up, taken away the laths, &c. they had room te let 
down the afflicted man. 
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island environed by the sea. The top consists of a spacious and 
well cultivated level surface, inhabited by numerous Arab families 
who subsist by pillage and robbery, and are the terror of the sur- 
rounding country. 

This singular eminence is often mentioned in Holy Writ. Upon 
it the Midianitish kings slew the brethren of Gideon, by whom 
those kings were afterwards slain: Judges 8:18,21. David, (see 
Psalm 89:12) speaks of Mount Tabor in such terms as intimate that 
it was a remarkable station in his day, and the same idea is further 
confirmed by the prophet Jeremiah, 46:18 ; and by Hosea, 5:1, who 
accuses the priests, king, and people of Israel of being like a net 
spread upon Mount Tabor; where nets were employed to ensnare 
such birds as were fit for the table, which were found in great num- 
bers in this delightful part of the Holy Land. 

On the great plain of Esdraelon, the most fertile part of all the 
land of Canaan, the tribe of Issachar rejoiced in their tents: Deut. 
$3:18. Here the second of Samuel’s three predictions was verified 
by Saul: 1 Samuel 10:5. In the first ages of Jewish history, as well 
as during the Roman Empire, and in the Crusades, Holy Wars or 
Wars of the Cross, as they were impiously called; which were car- 
ried on by the monarchs of Europe many hundred years ago, under 
pretence of recovering the Holy Land from the Turks or Saracens; 
and even in still later times, it has been the scene of many a me- 
morable contest. Here it was that Barak descending with his ten 
thousand from Mount Tabor, Judges 4:6,13, discomfited Sisera 
and “all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all 
the people that were with him,” when “all the host of Sisera fell 
upon the edge of the sword, and there was not a man left :”? Judges 
4:15,15,16. Here also it was that Josiah king of Judah, fought in 
disguise against Necho king of Egypt, and fell by the arrows of his 
antagonist ; 2 Chron. 35:20,25, when so great were the lamentations 
for his death, that the mourning for Josiah became an ordinance in 
Israel. The great mourning in Jerusalem, foretold by Zechariah, 
12:11, is said to be as the lamentation in the plain of Esdraelon; 
or, according to the language of the prophet, “as the mourning of 
of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.”” Warriors belonging 
to almost every country under heaven, have pitched their tents 
upon the great plain of Esdraelon, and beheld the various banners 
of their nation wet with the dews of Tabor and of Hermon. Jose- 
phus, the renowned Jewish historian, often mentions this very re- 
markable part of the Holy Land, and always under the appellation 
of the great plain. It has been a chosen place for encampment in 
every contest carried on in this country, from the days of Nebu- 
chodonosor king of the Assyrians, in the history of whose war with 
Arphaxed, it is mentioned as the great plain of E'sdrelom, see Apoch- 
rypha, Judith 1:8, down to the disastrous march of the French 
army from Egypt into Syria. 

Like every other part of the Holy Land, this great plain and 
celebrated mountain afford indisputable evidence of the truth of the 
Bible, for they still retain every mark of identity, and are possess- 





y 

ole: 

bo 
Fs 
i 
ahs 
25 


a Ge IRS 



































1824. MISCELLANY. 37 








ed by various unbelieving Gentile nations: while the Jews who 
once inherited them, are scattered all over the habitable globe, ac- 
cording to those awful predictions of their own prophets, with 
which the Sacred Scriptures abound. 

We trust these brief explanations of Scripture will be found 
useful, not only to our younger readers, for whom they are more 
particularly designed, but also to those who have made farther 
advances in Scriptural knowledge. We propose to give others in 
future numbers of the Magazine, accompanied with similar en- 
graved illustrations. 


— Bee 


EXHORTATIONS TO PERSEVERANCE. 


In our last we gave two extracts from Lloyd’s Teacher’s Man- 
ual, and a third, upon a very important subject, was put in type, 
but omitted for want of room. We now present it to our readers, 
with our earnest prayer that its perusal may excite them to per- 
severe in the good work of Sunday school teaching, in which we 
hope most of them are engaged. 


In order to excite you to perseverance, we entreat you to keep in 
mind, 

1. The success which has already attended Sunday school exer- 
tions. When you cortemplate the number of Sunday scholars, 
amounting at present to a million, you may well exclaim, How great 
a matter a little fire kindleth! When you consider that about 
90,000 [100,000] teachers are employed in instructing these chil- 
dren, nearly all of whom are gratuitous labourers, we trust you will 
feel delighted that you belong to such a body, and will be excited to 
persevere in your work. You will also reflect on the quality of the 
education communicated,—scriptural information,—religious in- 
struction,—the knowledge of him, whom to know, is life eternal. 
Would you trace the benefits of Sunday schools, you will contem- 
plate the large number of teachers who were once learners: you 
will view many of those who once were teachers, now engaged as 
ministers or missionaries. You will also attempt to estimate the 
collateral benefits arising from Sunday schools ; the attempts there 
made to promote the temporal and spiritual welfare of man; and 
the excellent institutions which have arisen in them: their Benevo- 
lent Societies, Bible Associations, ‘Tract Societies, Prayer Meetings, 
and their various charitable and pious undertakings, too numerous 
to particularize. You will also visit the chamber of affliction, 
and stand beside the dying bed of the young, well-instructed, 

ious Sunday scholar. Of whom does he speak? Of Jesus— 
Nhere does he direct his mind? To heaven. Where does he 
say he learned of Christ, of salvation, of holiness, of everlasting 
life? At the Sunday School. He was ignorant once; there he was 
taught to read the sacred volume ; there he was attracted by the 
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Saviour’s love ; there learned to sing his praise; and from the in- 
structions there received, the moments of sickness are cheered, 
and the approach of death contemplated with serenity, hope, and 
joy. He dies in peace: and the realms of heaven resound with 
strains of praise, which were first learned at the Sunday school. 
Let the consideration of these benefits, which have arisen from the 
blessing of God on well-conducted Sunday schools, animate you to 
persevere in the course on which you have entered ; and to entreat 
the God of all grace to make your efforts as successful as those of 
your faithful fellow-labourers. 

2, Contemplate the Saviour’s love as a stimulus to perseverance. 
Did he leave his Father’s throne, and the glorious company of 
heaven, that he might assume our nature, aaa visit this world of 
sin and wo, to save perishing sinners such as we are; and shall 
we feel no love, no gratitude, glowing in our hearts to hin? God 
forbid. We will rather mourn over our inability to render any 
adequate return for such obligations; and we will do all that we 
can to manifest our desire to acknowledge that immense debt of 
gratitude, which we can never hope to repay. Our adorable Sa- 
viour has committed a number of poor children to our care; and 
he bids us show our Jove to him, by our kind attentions to them: 
Will you hesitate? Blessed Saviour! we cannot surround thy 
person, as did the favoured disciples of old ; we cannot pour out 
our overflowing feelings of gratitude at thy feet ; but we will con- 
sider these “ little ones” as thy representatives, and devote our- 
selves to promote their best interests, while rejoicing in thy 
gracious assurances: “ Whoso shall receive one such little child 
in my name, receiveth me.”? Mat. 18:5. “ Verily I say unto you, 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ve have done it unto me.”? Mat. 25:40. 

Should we ever be tempted to discontinue our labours, O let the 
thought of our Saviour’s ieee sufferings, and especially of his 
death, drive the ungenerous idea from our bosoms: “ The love of 
Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
who died for them, and rose again,” 2 Cor. 5:14,15. Let us be 
like him, “ who went about doing good,”’ 4cts 10:38, and let us per- 
severe unto the end: “Seeing, then, that we have a great high 
pret who is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
old fast our profession.” Heb. 4:14. “ Let us hold fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering ; (for he is faithful that pro- 
mised ;) and let us consider one another, to provoke unto love and 
to g works.”? Heb. 10:25,24. 

As a final motive to perseverance, 

S. Contemplate that eternal world towards which we are hasten- 
ing. We are never so likely to entertain correct views of a Sun- 
day school teacher’s duties, as when we keep eternity present to 
our minds: both we and our children possess immortal spirits: 
may we be wise to win souls: for “they that be wise (margin, 
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that be teachers) shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and 
ever.” Dan. 12:3. In a short period, we know not how short, all 
the merely external distinctions of life will be considered as “less 
than nothing and vanity ;” but at that solemn period it will not 
cease to be important whether we have lived to the service of 
Christ, and trained the young in his fear, or whether we have been 
idlers, triflers with the souls of others, while we have called our- 
selves labourers for Christ. God will give “to them, who, by pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory and honour and 
immortality, eternal life.” Rom. 2:7. Let no temptation induce 
you to relax your exertions, and to quit the path of duty: “ Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation ; for * ort he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love him.”? James 1:12. “ Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life.” Rev. 2:10. But while Christ thus 
rewards his faithful persevering disciple, he will say to the 
“wicked and slothful servant,” (wicked, because slothful,) “Cast 
ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matt. 25:30. May you keep 
these solemn subjects habituaily in view; and, while contemplating 
by faith “the resurrection of the dead,”—* the last trump,”— 
« death swallowed up in victory,”—and while singing “ thanks be to 
God who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ,” let 
the whole accumulated force of these momentous considerations, 
connected with eternity, press this exhortation on your inmost 
soul: “’THEREFoRE, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord; forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Cor. 
15:58. 


—— + oo 


INFLUENCE OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS UPON FAMILY RELIGION. 


The object of Sunday schools, as stated in our last number, “ is 
to teach, on the Lord’s-day, all classes of persons who may avail 
themselves of the privilege, to read and understand the Bible; and 
to invite them to the practice of its precepts.’? There is a class of 
persons who speak approvingly of Sunday schools, but refuse their 
assent to this position; and would limit the attendants upon our 
Sabbath teaching to the children of immoral and grossly wicked 
parents, whose dispositions and habits unfit them for the religious 
instruction of their offspring. ‘They affirm of Sunday schools that 
they detach the young from the care of their natural guardians, 
and interrupt, or overthrow family religion; that they tend to dis- 
place the far better, and more beautiful system in which the father 
rears the family altar, becomes the Sabbath teacher of his own off- 
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spring, guides them into the ways of holy obedience, and renders 
his own dwelling a mansion of domestic piety. 

The wisdom, piety and zeal, as well as sacred office, of some of 
these objectors, who see in Sunday schools the “absorbents of all the 
family religion in the land,’ command our respect and esteem ; but 
we are persuaded they have never given the subject, upon which 
they charge such deleterious consequences, that attentive examina- 
tion which its extensive, and lasting utility demand. We have an 
argument on this subject from the pen of that distinguished econo- 
mist and divine, Dr. Chalmers, to which we solicit the attention of 
those who object that the children of pious parents should be en- 
rolled on our registers, and become the stated occupants of our 
Sunday school forms. The extract is from the Doctor’s celebrated 
essays on the “ Christian and Civic Economy of Large Towns,” a 
work too little known on this side of the Atlantic. 

“ But the state of the alternative is not,” as he justly remarks 
in another place, “ whether the rising generation shall be trained to 
Christianity in schools, or trained to it under the roof of their fa- 
thers ; but whether they shall be trained to it in our schools, or not 
trained to it at all.” It is whether a process of deterioration “shall 
be suffered to carry our people still more downward in the scale of 
moral blindness and depravity ; or whether the only remaining ex- 
pedient for arresting it shall be put into operation.” We doubt 
whether there is a single pastor who has resorted to this expedient 
to improve his people, and pursued it with a high and holy motive, 
that ever relinquished it on good evidence that it proved otherwise 
than a blessing to his congregation: and we can scarcely conceive 
of any situation in which a parisii minister can be placed, where he 
cannot command the means for calling to his aid the powerful aux- 
iliary which a well conducted Sunday school will most certainly 
afford. 


It is not true that family religion is superseded by these schools, 
so as to make Christianity less the topic of mutual exercise and 
conversation between parents and children, than before the period 
of their institution. Instead of banishing this topic from families, 
they have been known, in very many instances, to have first intro- 
duced it into dwelling-places where before it was utterly unknown. 
The most careless of parents are found to give their ready and 
delighted consent to the proposal which comes to them from the 
Sabbath teacher, for the attendance of their children. And the 
children, instead of carrying off from their own houses an ingre- 
dient of worth which truly had no place in them, do, in fact, impart 
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that very ingredient from the seminaries which have been branded 
as the great absorbents of all the family religion in the land. Parents 
in spite of themselves, feel an interest in that which interests and 
occupies their children; and through the medium of natural affec- 
tion Live their thoughts been caught to the subject of Christianity ; 
and the very tasks and exercises of their children have brought a 
theme to their evening circle, upon which, aforetimes, not a sylla- 
ble of utterance was ever heard; and still more when a small and 
select library is attached to the institution, has it been the means 
of circulating, through many a household privacy, such wisdom and 
such piety as were indeed new visitants upon a scene, till now 
untouched by any print or footstep of sacredness. 

We have one prophecy in the Bible, “ that many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” It was thus at the outset 
of Christianity, when the apostles itinerated from one country to 
another ; it is thus still with missionaries who go abroad ; and it is 
also thus, though in a greatly more limited degree, with Sabbath 
teachers, who go forth on the errand of Christianizing, each step- 
ping beyond his own threshold, and travelling his benevolent round 
among other families. In the natural progress of things, the loco- 
motive operation will gradually contract itself within narrower 
boundaries. Christianity, by a more extended set of movements, 
will first be established, in a general way, throughout all lands. 
Then, by a busy internal process among towns and parishes, will 
there be a filling up of each ri 9 territory. The local system of 
Sabbath schools may be regarded as a step, in this transition, from 
a more widely diffusive to a more intense and contracted style of 
operation. So far from superseding the household system of edu- 
cation, its direct consequence is to establish that system in places 
where it was before unknown, or to restore it in places, where, 
through the decay of Christianity, for one or more generations, it 
had for some time been suspended. We shall not affirm, at present, 
whether it is destined to continue a wholesome institution, to the 
end of time ; or whether, like the general enterprise of missionaries, 
it too may come to be dispensed with, having served its own im- 
portant but temporary purpose of conducting the world onward to 
that state, for the arrival of which we have another prophecy of the 
Bible, when “they shall not teach every man his eos and 
every man his brother, saying, ‘know the Lord;’ for all shall know 
him, from the least to the greatest.” 

Meanwhile, we not at see that the Sabbath school system 
tends directly to the establishment of the household system of ed- 
ucation, but that, even in those families where the latter is in full 
operation, the former does not interfere with it. There are many 
who concede the advantage of Sabbath schools, in those cases where 
the parents are neither able nor willing to teach their children, but 
who regard them as a bane and a nuisance, when they come in con- 
tact with our religious and well ordered families. In this state of 
opinion, it is impossible to conduct a Sabbath school, without a 
feeling of very awkward embarrassment, on the part both of tlre 
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teacher and of the people among whom he expatiates. No children 
can be admitted, without a severe reflection against their parents 
being implied by it; and if such be the prevalent style of sentiment 
respecting these institutions, no parent will consent to send his 
children, without feeling, that by this step, he brings down upon 
his own character and respectability the heaviest of all imputations. 
For our own parts, we feel ourselves to be clear of this embarrass- 
ment altogether. We would make no distinction in the invitation 
that we offered to families for their attendance on our schools, 
between religious and irreligious parents. In large towns, where 
the church accommodation is still in such wretched scantiness, we 
know that with respect to the great majority of children, such a 
school affords the only opportunity they have, through the day, for 
meeting in a place of public worship or instruction—and that at- 
tendance upon it would no more interfere with household exercises, 
than does attendance upon the ministrations of a regular clergyman 
in a well provided country parish. This argument for the sufficiency 
and the superiority of family instruction would apply, with as great 
force, against the attendance of children on a church, as against 
their attendance on a Sabbath school, in all those cases where there 
is no church open to receive them. The truth is, that these schools 
afford the only supplement we can at present command, in a large 
town, for the defects of its ecclesiastical system. They come in 
place of the churches yet to be provided, and the existing number 
of which, we can easily demonstrate to be fearfully short of the 
needs of the population. Nor does the time in which a Sabbath 
school keeps its children detached and at a distance from their na- 
tural guides and protectors, exceed the time at which, under a 
better economy, these same children would be sitting, from under 
a parental roof, in a church, or meeting-house. 
But, even granting the case of parents altogether religious, and 
ranting them to be fully observant of all the ordinances, and that, 
in particular, their well-filled family pew holds out, Sabbath after 
Sabbath, the pleasing aspect of a well-conditioned and a well-dis- 
ciplined household; still we do not hold a Sabbath school for the 
children of such parents to be at all hurtful, or even superfluous. 
There is time both for the household and the school exercises, dur- 
ing the currency of a Sabbath evening, consisting, at the very least, 
of four hours; and it is, on many accounts, better that this time 
should be so partitioned, than that it should all be spent by the 
children, in what they are apt to feel the weary imprisonment of 
their own dwelling places. It is well that there should be such a 
variety to pea up and enliven their attention, among religious to- 
pics. It is well that the parent should guide their preparations for 


the teacher ; and that a judicious teacher should lead on the parent 
to a right track of exercise and examination, for the children. There 
is time, under such a system, both for the lessons and the prayers 
of the family ; and it is further right, that there should be time for 
the heads of families to have their own hours of deeper sacredness, 
not to be interrupted even by the religious care of those who have 
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sprung from them. The seminaries we plead for, instead of having 
any effect to mar, do, in fact, harmonize, at all points, with the 
spiritual complexion of our most decent and devoted families. Nor 
can we conceive any degree of prety or Christian wisdom, on the 
rt of parents, that should lead them to regard a well conducted 
abbath school in any other light than as a blessing and an acquisi- 
tion to their children. 


——ae f Gee 


QUESTIONS FOR THE SELF-EXAMINATION OF A SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHER UPON HIS LEAVING THE SCHOOL ROOM. 


1. Have I this day particularly prayed for a blessing on my la- 
bours in the School r 

2. Have I done my utmost this day to show an example of early 
and punctual attendance? 

3. Have the hours I have been in the school this day been fully 
occupied in my duties as a teacher? 

4. Have I this day spoken pointedly and individually to one or 
more of the scholars of my class respecting the salvation of their 
souls P 

5. If I never again enter these walls, am I clear in the sight of 
him who knoweth all things, from neglect of my duty towards any 
child in my class who may perish in its sins? 

6. Do I leave the school in peace with all my fellow-labourers ? 

[ Lond. Tea. Mag. } 


MEETINGS FOR BUSINESS. 


The prosperity of any institution, whether its object be temporal 
or spiritual, must entirely depend upon the activity and attention 
of those members who have the management of its concerns— 
Amongst the many valuable societies of our country, to none will 
the truth of this remark apply with greater force than to our 
schools of the Sabbath. Unless an interest is excited in the minds 
of the conductors, no great good can be expected. A want of this 
essential requisite, has caused most of the irregularities which re- 
tard the progress of religious instruction in our Schools. These 
observations have arisen from noticing the thin attendance, in 
general, at meetings for business, relative to the affairs of the school. 
Whether it is managed by a committee or the teachers, this is an 
omission of an important duty, which there is every reason to fear 
is neglected from not duly estimating the advantage of mutual con- 
sultation for the welfare of the young. Dissatisfaction is often 
expressed by some teachers, because a new regulation has been 
adopted at a meeting without their consent, or an alteration has 
been suggested without first consulting them. 

These and similar circumstances have been known to cause 
teachers, evidently from a very improper spirit and display of their 
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temper, to relinquish entirely their engagements at the school. 
Such conduct evidently indicates the wrong motives which induced 
them to become teachers, and as looking for their own elevation 
rather than the salvation ofthe souls of the children. Let such in- 
dividuals, and all who make a practice of absenting themselves 
from meetings for business, consider, when they feel any disquie- 
tude arising in their minds, that none are to blame but themselves, 
because they have neglected to attend in their places when con- 
vened together. 

Sabbath schools, however small and unimportant their secular 
affairs may appear to many persons, require as much care and cir- 
cumspection in their management as any other institutions. Were 
these meetings neglected by the few active and zealous individuals 
who are to be found in almost every Sabbath school, what would 
become of our numerous seminaries for the education of the poor ? 
7 must finally be relinquished. 

eetings for business are essentially necessary, and no school 
can go forward with any regularity without them. When they are 
conducted with brotherly vs and affection, which ought to be 
manifested between teachers, lasting benefit must be produced, 
because alterations can there be suggested, and improvements in 
the discipline of the school can be siowted ; but these things can 
only be partially put into practice, if but a few of the teachers are 
present. A regular attendance, on such occasions, will tend to re- 
move any feelings of pride or desire of distinction which may enter 
the thoughts of even the pious teachers; and they may testify, by 
their conduct and conversation, that they seek not their own, but 
another’s welfare. (Lond. Tea. Mag. | 


+ 


ASSOCIATION OF MALE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS OF PHIL- 
ADELPHIA, 

Next to the blessing of God upon the labours of Sunday school 
teachers, their success depends upon the choice of the most wise 
plans of instruction ; and their perfect union with Christ and with 
each other. Wherever this bond of union exists, and these plans 
are adopted, there may we expect to see those rich fruits which 
are the promised reward of faithfulness. The adoption of those 
measures which will introduce Sunday school teachers, residing 
in the same town or neighbourhood, to the pleasures of mutual ac- 
quaintance, affording them cenvenient opportunities for the inter- 
change of sentiments upon subjects affecting the prosperity of their 
labours, and promoting unity in design and in action; which will lead 
them to a knowledge of each other’s joys and sorrows, their suc- 
cesses and discouragements, and excite mutual prayers for the 
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blessing of Heaven upon their efforts ; unquestionably promises the 
most happy results. 

We believe it was with such views as these, that a meeting of 
the teachers of the male schools in the city and county of Philadel- 
phia was called for the purpose of forming an association, whose 
title stands at the head of this article. The first meeting was held 
on the $0th of June, and the next on the 7th of July, when the As- 
sociation was organized. On both occasions a large number of 
teachers attended, and appeared interested in the design. 

A similar association was established in the city of New-York 
about seven years ago, and has exerted a most salutary influence on 
the schools with which it is connected. The meetings are held 
once a month. They are commenced and closed with prayer; the 
schools are called upon for reports, which are usually given ver- 
bally by the superintendent, or any teacher of the school who may be 
present, and questions, relating to Sunday schools, which have been 
proposed at former meetings are discussed. ‘The expenses for the 
use of a room, &c. are usually paid by voluntary contributions, as 
no stated subscription is required from the members. The follow- 
ing Constitution of the Philadelphia Association, may be useful to 
our readers, as it will afford the outlines for similar institutions in 
places where they have not been established. 


CONSTITUTION. 


irt. 1—This society shall be called the “'The Association of 
Male Sunday School ‘Teachers of Philadelphia.” 


Art. 2—The object of this association shall be to cultivate union 
among teachers; to devise and recommend the best methods for 
conducting Sunday schools, and for extending their influence and 
efficiency. 

Art. 3—All male Sunday school teachers in the city and county 
of Philadelphia, shall be considered members of this association. 


-Irt. 4—The officers of this association shall be a president and 
secretary, who shall be elected by ballot, at the annual meeting, 
and shall conduct the executive business of the society. 


Irt. 5.—The annual meeting of this association shall be held on 
the third Monday in April, when the president and secretary shall 
submit a report of the society’s proceedings during the past year. 


irt. 6.—The stated meetings of this association shall be held on 
the third Monday evening in every month. 

irt. 7—Alterations in this constitution may be made at an 
regular meeting of the association, if approved by a majority of the 
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schools then represented ; provided the proposed alterations shall 
have been submitted to a previous regular meeting. 


The following Questions for discussion were proposed at the last 
meeting of the Association. 


1. What are the best methods for securing the regular attendance 


of Sunday Scholars? A. C. 
2. Is the “ Local System,” recommended by Dr. Chalmers, ap- 
plicable to tae circumstances of this city? A. C. 


While on this subject, we would respectfully suggest, that a 
similar association for the teachers of the female schools in this 
city, might aid them in the prosecution of their benevolent labours. 


—— + ae 


SABBATH SCHOOL MONTHLY CONCERT. 


The “monthly concert” of prayer, for the success of missions, is 
one of these modern institutions upon which the blessing of God 
has most evidently been bestowed. It is now observed in two hem- 
ispheres, by different nations—on the continents, and in the isles of 
the sea, and by different denominations of Christians. It is hardly 
necessary to mention, that the first Monday in each month is the 
time set apart for this holy exercise, nor to remark that the object 
of these meetings is to offer special prayer for the general outpour- 
ing of the Hory Sprrir upon missions. These meetings should 
not be diverted from their specific purpose, and yet there is an object, 
the importance of which demands the stated and united prayers of 
Christians in all parts of the world, and especially in the United 
States—the reader will anticipate that we refer to the success of 
Sunday schools. 

Previous to the publication of our last number we were favoured 
with a hint on this subject from a vice-president of the American 
Sunday School Union, who desired that the managers would “ re- 
commend to all Sunday school teachers throughout the United 
States, to set apart the first Friday evening in each month, as a 
CONCERT OF PRAYER for the blessing of God on Sabbath schools.” 
He further remarks that “ this has already been done to some extent 
in the state” where he resides. The suggestion was not brought 
before the managers at the subsequent meeting, owing to reasons 
unnecessary to mention, but we have no doubt they will cheerfully 
unite in the wishes above expressed. 
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This subject has been lately noticed in several papers; and in 
the “ Sabbath School Visitant,”’ published at Utica, New-York, we 
find an article, from which we make the following extract: 


Among the institutions of the day, Sabbath schools rank, in impor- 
tance,next to Missions. Now thereis a “ Montuty Concert” for 
the latter, but none for the former. And why should there not be? 
Will it be said, that the “ Monthly Concert’? which we now have, 
was designed to embrace particularly all charitable associations ? 
Such was not its original design. It was instituted with an express 
reference to Missions, and it is hoped that it will be restricted to 
that object. Will it be said, that Sabbath school teachers are now 
patches in the habit of meeting once a month for prayer and con- 
versation on those subjects which lie near their hearts? This is 
true, but would it not be better to meet, at one particular time, in a 
Concert oF Prayer For SaspatuH Scuoots, with all our fellow 
labourers throughout the Christian world? There is something 
delightful in the thought; and the benefits arising from such a 
measure, need only be mentioned to be seen. The mere considera- 
tion, that ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND teachers, in every part 
of the Christian world, together with many other friends to the in- 
stitutions, are assembled at a particular hour to lift up their joint 
desires to God, for a blessing to rest upon them and the children of 
their care, would animate, and strengthen, and give life and ardour 
to all the faithful. And what blessing might they not expect? 
Would not a God of love look down from Sosa and hear and 
answer their supplications, by giving them more union of spirit— 
more grace and strength to discharge their duty,—and by crowning 
their labours with greater success. 

While the writer believes in the practicability and importance of 
the measure, he cannot close these remarks, without venturing to 
mention, The second Monday in every month; and this he does, not 
with the least intention of dictating to those who are wise in project- 
ing schemes of utility to the world, but merely to draw the attention 


of Sabbath school teachers to the subject. 


It is highly important that in the arrangement of general plans 
for the advancement of Sunday schools, a very great degree of 
unanimity should prevail among the friends of these institutions : 
on this account we shall defer, until next month, naming the tame 
which we should prefer for the “Sabbath School Monthly Concert,” 
hoping that in the mean while editors of religious papers gener- 
ally, will express their sentiments on the subject. We are per- 
suaded that the establishment of a monthly concert for Sabbath 
schools will meet with the general approbation of their friends, and 
that the Lord will hear the united supplications of his people in 
their behalf, and bless, and multiply them exceedingly. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARIES. 


In the year 1821-2, the Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School 
Union employed a missionary to travel into various parts of the 
country, to visit Sunday schools, revive those which were languish- 
ing, and to organize new ones. He travelled about 2500 miles in 
six different states, visited many schools, revived twenty, esta- 
blished six tract societies, four adult schools, and sixty-one Sun- 
day schools; and was instrumental in awakening and confirming 
a great degree of interest in Sunday schools, and collected upwards 
of one hundred and fifty dollars for the support of future missions. 
At subsequent periods the society has employed missionaries with 
considerable success. The Sunday School Union of Crawford 
County, (Penn.) consists of forty-seven schools, organized princi- 
pally by the Rev. ‘Timothy Alden, President of Alleghany College, 
who spends a part of the year in the service of the Union, as a 
Sunday School Missionary. 

The managers of the American Sunday School Union desire to 
continue the use of those means which were so successfully em- 
ployed by their predecessors in building up the Sunday school 
cause ; but their missionary fund is exhausted, and they are unable 
to answer the numerous calls for missionaries. 

Our readers will not require a laboured argument to convince 
them that the employment of missionaries, to visit the destitute 
parts of our country and promote the establishment of Sunday 
schools, is necessary. The facts already stated will be sufficient 
to show both the necessity and the promise of success; it therefore 
only remains for us to inform them that funds are greatly needed 
to enable the managers to employ several more missionaries imme- 
diately. ‘They could now be directed to labour in fields which are 
already “ white to the harvest,”” from whence the cry is heard, 
“come over and help us.” Let Sunday school teachers not only 
pray that the Lord would send forth more labourers into his har- 
vest, but that a larger portion of “ the gold and the silver” and “the 
cattle upon a thousand hills,” which are the Lord’s, may be render- 
ed subservient to the cause of Sunday schools. The society’s first 
missionary, at the conclusion of his agency, exclaimed, “O! that 
there were an hundred Sunday school missionaries: there would 
be employment for them all. There ought to be eight or ten in 
every state.” No person at a!l acquainted with the subject will 
doubt but that at least one might be well employed in each state, 
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and this would require twenty-four missionaries. But it may be 
easily shown that this number would be altogether insufficient for 
the great labour of organizing the required number of schools. In 
the state of New-York, with a population of 1,372,800, there are 
400,000 children between the ages of 4 and 16. ‘Taking this esti- 
mate, which we believe is sufficiently correct for our data, we find 
the number of persons between those ages in the United States, 
(supposing the population to be ten millions,) to be 2,815,750. If 
only two thirds of this number are proper objects of Sunday school 
instruction, we should have in our country 1,875,853 children and 
youth, besides a large number of adults, who ought to be in Sunday 
schools. On the first of June last the American Sunday School 
Union had 723 auxiliary schools, containing 49,619 scholars. The 
average number in each school was less than 70; hence we see that 
26,798 Sunday schools will be necessary to accommodate the 
1,875,833 children, who might, if proper exertions were made, be 
blessed with the pious instruction of these little seminaries. We 
have no means at present of estimating, with any tolerable preci, 
sion, the number of Sunday schools in the United States; but if 
the whole number needed is 26,798, how many missionaries, or 
other agents should be employed to put the now deficient number 
into successful operation ?—If five in each state, (i. e. 120,) were 
employed, it would occupy them several years to accomplish the 
work. 

We hope our readers will not turn away from this subject with- 
out giving it an attentive examination. ‘There is the most urgent 
necessity for immediate action—the thousands of young immortals 
for whose eternal interest we plead, are ignorant of Curist, the 
only Saviour, whom you profess to love and serve. They are 
living without God, witiout Christ, and without hope—they need 
your prayers and your charities, and are ready to utter the bitter 
lamentation, “no man careth for my soul!” The voice of inspira- 
tion commands us to “ Gather the people together ; men, and women, 
and children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may 
hear, and that they may learn, and fear the Lord your God, and 
observe to do all the words of this law ; and that their children which 
have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the Lord 
your God as long as ye live.” Deut. 31:12,13. 


Donations for the Missionary Fund should be sent to Hvea De Havey, Jr. 
Treasurer of the A, S. 8. U. No, 45 South Sixth street, Philadelphia: 
VoL. ].—G , 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL QUERIES. 


The pages of our Magazine are open for the discussion of such 
Questions as may be inserted under this head. We recommend 
that correspondents who answer them would confine their remarks 
strictly to the question they propose to discuss. 


No. 1. What is the best plan to promote union among Sabbath 
school teachers engaged in different schools in the same town ?* 


F. W. 
No. 2. Is piety an indispensable qualification for a Sunday school 
teacher P CAROLINE. 


No. 3. What is the most profitable mode or order of reading the 
Scriptures; that is, as to the books of Moses, David, Solomon, the 
Prophets, Gospels, Acts, or Apostles ? W. B. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL GLEANINGS. 


One of our number, a lad of 10 years of age, died on the 15th of 
danuary ; his teacher had frequent opportunities of seeing him dur- 
ing his illness, which was extremely painful; he exhibited much 
more calmness and patient submission than could be expected from 
one so young ; he was a good boy, obedient to his parents, and kind 
in his disposition, and gave us great encouragement to trust that 
he has exchanged this mortal state for one of blissful immortality. 
[ Lighth Rep. N.Y.S.S. Union. ] 





One of sur teachers recently met with a lad who formerly attend- 
ed the school, and had just returned from a long voyage in the 
southern seas; he evinced great satisfaction at meeting with his 
teacher, and, in answer to his inquiries, expressed the great com- 
fort he had derived from the daily perusal of his premium Bible, to 
his shipmates, while lying in foreign ports; he was formerly a poor 
neglected sweep, had long been the object of our attention, and is 
now a respectable mariner. [ Jbid.] 





One of our scholars, being about to remove with his parents to 
South America, could not reconcile his mind to the thought that 
they should commit themselves to the mercy of the winds and 
waves, without asking the protection of their Heavenly Father, nor 
would he cease his importunity, until he received from his teacher 
the promise that an evening should be spent with the family in re- 
ligious conversation and prayer. [Ibid 


* This question was inserted last month, but its importance induces us to 


— it, hoping our correspondents will fayour us with their yiews on the 
subject, 
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It is with pleasure we notice the accession of a zealous teacher 
to our school, who expresses the most sincere gratitude, for the 
instruction and lasting impression received at the formation of the 
Second Presbyterian is ay school, in which he was ascholar. It 
is now nearly two years since this young man became, as we sin- 
cerely trust, a subject of divine grace, and about nine months since, 
he attached himself to our school, in which he has made himself 
useful by his faithfulness and perseverance. [4lbany, N. F. 8S. 8. 
U. S. 5th Rep.) 


In a school, are two master sweeps: one Sabbath, a deputy 
teacher not proceeding in the usual manner, the sweep did not 
seem easy. “ Why,” said the teacher, “ you surely wish to learn in 
the best way ?”’ “ yes, that I do,” was answered with eagerness ; 
“then I hope you have found benefit in this school?” “TI have in- 
deed, sir; when first I came here, I was a poor ignorant creature, 
but now, I hope, I have got a little light.’ “ Then I suppose you 
pray at home r” “ Yes, sir, that I do, every day, and some blessed 
times we have of it, my mother and me, for she too, has begun to 
seek the Lord.” “Does your wife join with you?” “She did not 
like it at first, but now she begins to find it good, and I hope she 
will be brought into the way. “There is my brother there (meaning 
the other sweep) he beats me in reading, but he seems inclined to 
lag in religion, and I have to give him a push now and then: I often 
take him to the prayer meeting.” ‘This man has been in the school 
a considerable time, and walks circumspectly, adorning the Gospel. 

[ Hist. of Adult Schools. | 


A teacher mentioned the interesting fact, that if ever he had ex- 

rienced divine grace, he was indebted for it, under God, to Sun- 
day schools. When he entered the school as a teacher, he was far 
from righteousness ; but the Lord, he trusted, had made it a means 
of his salvation. On this, a reverend clergyman remarked, that if 
any one had reason to be more devoted to the cause, than another, 
it was one who was born there. [ Sab. School Visitant.} 





A magocteies clergyman, (who now rests from his labours,) men- 
tioned the following pleasing occurrence, at a meeting of the so- 
ciety for the promotion of Christian knowledge ;—* James Brown, 
is a poor man, who cannot read ; but he has beught a Bible for his 
wife who can read. One Sunday morning, James came to me and 
said, Sir, I do verily believe I could learn, if any body would teach 
me my letters ; and I should like to read the book of God before I 
die. Well, said I, if you think you can, you can. I accordingly pro- 
duced some large letters, painted on cards ; and James imansdiately 
became my scholar. He has already learned the greatest part of the 
alphabet ; how it will end, I cannot presume to say; all I want to 
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prove, is, that the poor man who buys a Bible, feels very much inter- 
ested about its contents. James is upwards of 60; and as his wife 
tells him that he is a great dunce, it is very probable that he will 
never make any great Sasive in the literary world. But one evening, 
as he was pursuing his studies by his fire-side, his neighbour Abra- 
ham Serle, came in. Serle is a young man about 21, he could not 
read : but when he saw old James with one eye, (for he had lost the 
other,) blundering at his letters, and taking C for B,—well said he, 
I think I could learn better than this; accordingly Serle begins to 
learn, and mentions his determination to a religious neighbour, 
Francis Warren, who hail of late often led him to » acme ; as War- 
ren was driving his team the other day, he met me in the road, and 
told me of Serle's determination. Serle came to me the next Sun- 
day after church, and said, I have a great desire, Sir, to be able to 
read the Prayer Book, that I may follow you at church; I have also, 
a great wish to read the Bible. On hearing this, I of course gave 
him all the encouragement I could, and went to my box, and 
brought four words painted on cards, with coloured fetters ; the 
words were Cat, Dog, Brush, Chair. The next Sunday he came 
to me again, produced the cards, and went through his lesson. Sir, 
says he, there is another young man that works with me, an active 
fellow, who thinks he can learn to read by these cards ; well, said I, 
has he learnt these cards,—yes, said he,—and knows them as well 
as [ do; and Sir, I find I can learn a great deal easier by these 
cards, than I can by the books,—I learn mostly in the morning. 
At what o’clock do you get up these frosty mornings? between four 
and five. I have a little lad who learns with me; I think of my 
lesson over-night, and that I suppose helps me in the morning. If 
{ can learn in two years, I shall think my time well bestowed.” 

[ Mist. of Adult Schools. | 





About three years since, we received a boy who had been dis- 
missed for some misdemeanor from another school. Being ofa 
stubborn disposition and violent temper, we had little hope of suc- 
cess; he however remained with us a year, but being guilty of im- 
proper conduct, left us. Having made some good resolutions as 
to his future behaviour, he returned some months after, but soon 
transgressed, and again left us. Ata subsequent period he again 
returned, but it was only to confirm the opinion that on him our 
labour was spent in vain. The same cause obliged him again to 
leave us, nor was he ever after near the school, except to abuse the 
teachers, as they conducted the scholars to church. From this 
time he continued to increase in wickedness, until about six months 
since, when the Lord was pleased to meet him in mercy and turn 
his wandering feet. From the extreme of wickedness, which had 
at times almost brought his parents to the resolution of casting him 
off for ever, he has become a comfort and consolation to them, is a 
meek and humble follower of the Redeemer, and an ornament to 
the church of which he is a member. » [N. FV. S. 8. U7. 8th Rep.| 
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REVIEW. 


Sermons for Children; designed to 
promote their immediate piety. By 
Samvet Norr,Jun. 18mo. Vol. I. 
pp. 160. New-York: John P. Ha- 
ven; Boston, S. T. Armstrong. 
1824. Price 50 cents. 


For the class of books to which this 
belongs, we have been almost entire- 
ly dependent on the English press, 
and although many of them are ex- 
cellent, and are well worthy an Ame- 
rican impression, yet, nearly all retain 
some peculiarities, which either unfit 
them for general circulation, or cir- 
cumscribe their usefulness when put 
into the hands of American children 
and youth. Piety is the same in all 
countries, but it does not follow that 
religious books, designed for a coun- 
try whose religious and political in- 
stitutions, manners, customs, and even 
scenery are in many respects very 
different from our own, will be well 
adapted for our religious purposes. 
We therefore hail with joy every 
successful attempt of our countrymen 
to supply juvenile religious books, 
suited to the condition of society in the 
United States. 


It is with peculiar pleasure that we 
find an author so judicious as Mr, 
Nott, engaged in writing “ Sermons 
for Children, designed to promote 
their immediate piety.” The rapid 
sale of his “ first volume,” which was 
reprinted in London, and passed 
through two editions in this country 
in a short time, bespoke a favourable 
opinion for his “second volume,” 
which we have read with delight, and 
cordially recommend it to every pa- 
rent, or other person upon whom de- 
volves the responsibility of training 
up children in the “ nurture and ad- 


monition of the Lord.” Our author 














is not a mere theorist on juvenile 
education, a subject which occupies 
an “Introduction” to this volume of 
about twenty pages, and more than 
forty in its predecessor. The exam- 
ple of his own well-ordered family 
exhibits living witnesses in favour of 
the principles for which he has shown 
himself an able advocate, and he will 
excuse this freedom in us, since we 
use it to answer the objection, that 
the principles for which he contends 
in his “introduction,” are not capa- 
ble of being reduced to practice. 


In the introduction to his former 
volume, he noticed the neglect of ap- 
plying Christian principles and mo- 
tives to the present case and circum- 
stances of children; and the natural 
consequences, the failure of prayer 
and faith on the part of parents, and 
of immediate self-application and self- 
improvement on the part of children. 
The present introduction brings a 
charge of a more heinous nature 
against many parents of apparent 
piety, namely—* that they do actually 


educate their children to unchristian 


; 





| principles / 0 


We fear that amidst the formalities 
of religious instruction, and some 
anxieties for the spiritual welfare of 
their children, they do habitually, al- 
lowedly, and almost conscientiously, 
forbid them to come to Jesus, and be 


| present, acting members of the king- 


dom of heaven. 

Hence the children of the church 
remain unchristian, not merely be- 
cause we do not train them up in the 
way they should go, but because we 
do actually train them up in the way 
they should not go. So that it is no won- 
der, if, instead of enjoying the prom- 
ised blessing, we fall under the im- 
plied curse, and find in so many mul- 


| tiplied instances, that when they are 


old they will not depart from the way 
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in which they should not go, the way 
in which they were trained up by 
their pious parents. 

We know of no better way of sub- 
stantiating the charge we have made, 
than to ask those truly Christian pa- 
rents whom it may concern, are you 
not conscious of allowing, encourag- 
ing, and even recommending, in your 
child those feelings, principles, and 


actions, which in yourself, if you do | 


not entirely escape, you do utterly 
disallow and abhor? Or of a lower 
principled parent than this question 
supposes, which you would utterly 
disaliow and abhor in a pious minis- 
ter or missionary, or in one of our 
Lord’s apostles, or which you clearly 

erceive could never have been 
ound in the human life of our bless- 
ed Lord himself? If by this test you 
are found guilty, i. e. if you do allow 
and encourage in your diitiven what 
you disallow in yourself, or would 
disallow in men of holy professions, 
or which could never have been found 
in the human life of Jesus our exam- 
plar: then are you guilty of a practi- 
cal forbidding of your children to come 
to Jesus, and be present, acting mem- 
bers of the kingdom of heaven. 

The fundamental principle on which 
the whole error proceeds, (we mean 
in parents who are personally con- 
ee is, that in childhood that 
is allowable and right, which in adult 
ny is folly and sin. The parents 
ook forward with some anxiety to 
the period when the season for sin 
and folly will have passed away, and 
the season for wisdom arrive, but al- 
low and sanction them as unavoidable 
in their season. 

There is in this a striking resem- 
blance to the Hindoo sentiment, 
** That all the corruptions of man’s 
moral nature are wrong in them- 
selves, but are right under the ne- 
cessities of the Kule yuy, the iron age, 
the age of baseness.” But as Chris- 
tians, we know neither age of the 
world, nor period of human life, when 
ii | is mght ; when sin and folly 
have heaven’s sanction, and do not ex- 
pose the sinner to the wrath of God. 

It may be supposed, by a class of 
readers, that in the charge which we 
have made we refer principally to 
those parents who encourage their 


— 
a 


a 
oo 


— 
— 














| 











children in what are sometimes tec): 

nically called the vanities and plea 
sures of the world; especially those 
in which late hours, and showing off, 
banish at once the desire and the op- 
portunity for the exercise of piety ; 
and for an indulgence in which the 
parents have for themselves long ago 
repented. 

But we rather embrace in our ac- 
cusation all those parents who in less 
obnoxious ways, who in any way, en- 
courage and allow their children to 
“love this present world, even as if 
it were more lovely than God; and 
to honour men, and strive to please 
men, more than God; as if men, whom 
God made, and who sin against him, 
were much more worthy and excel- 
lent than He,’’* 

This great and prevailing error 
may be seen in the earliest stages of 
education, and goes on in regular 
—— until the child is sent away 

rom his Christian home an EpucaTED 
WORLDLING ; practically forbidden to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 

The little immortal has his first 
thoughts directed to dress and show. 
While there is no other subject on 
which his propensity to a this 
world to God, can be drawn forth, 
nurtured and sanctioned, the mother 

urs out all the fondness of her 

eart in dressing herimmortal charge, 
so that it may be admired by others 
and admire itself; so that it may equal 
or excel the appearance, it may be 
the mere gaudy finery, of other chil- 
dren. How much more in cases even 
less gross, is the appearance urged, 
than comfort, and cleanliness, and 
decency, until these intrinsic uses of 
dress come to have their worth mea- 
sured by it ; and even to be sacrificed 
to it. How much more is the love of 
dress cultivated than the love of God; 
and how does even that base idolatry 
receive the permission of a Christian 
family to banish the love of God. pp. 
1—5. 

The system of education which is 
usually called “ genteel,” (“ a word in 
such unchristian use, as to deserve a 
whole chapter of moral stricture,”’) 


our author severely reprehends. The 
* See Sermons vol. 1. p. 153. 
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danger to which this system exposes 
the child, he conceives to lie “in the 
practical leaving out of view the ob- 
ligations to God,” and exciting and 
keeping alive an earnest ‘desire for 
human praise. 

Mr. Nott does not confine his 
strictures to the undue encourage- 
ment given to loving the praise of 
men. He censures that undue en- 
couragement of worldly expectations 
which many parents of reputed piety 
hold out to their offspring; and al- 
though they occasionally remark upon 
the vanity and uncertainty of the 
world, they do it with an air of un- 
concern which denies the sincerity of 
their professions, and renders “the 
thought of what the child is to be,” of 
the highest consideration in every 
domestic arrangement. He fears that 
the children of many Christian fami- 
lies are educated in principles which 
their parents disallow, and that they 
are trained in a way in which their 
parents hope they will not go.” 

Our limits forbid further extracts, 
or we should transfer the whole in- 
troduction to our pages. We trust 
enough has been said to call the at- 
tention of our readers to this little 
volume, and we hope they may be 
persuaded to possess it, and “ educate 
their children for God and eternity,” 

The volume consists of thirteen ser- 
mons on the following subjects :— 
God’s care of childhood—Piety in the 
morning—Piety at night—Patience 
—A sinful tongue—Self-excusers— 
Children’s worldliness—The sin of 
vainglory—Let it rain—The reading 
of the Scriptures—Brotherly unity 
—Prayer—-Death in childhood. 


We shall be happy if Mr. N. should 
be encou d to favour us with a third 
volume, for children afew years older. 











Scuirture Iicustrations: explana- 
tory of numerous texts, and of various 
custems, mentioned in the Bible. 
With 24 cuts. 18mo. pp. 156. For 
sale by the American S. 8. Union. 
Price $3 per dozen to auxiliaries, 
and $3 50 to others. 

Every judicious book which will 
aid the young in the acquisition of 
scriptural knowledge commends it- 
self to Sunday school teachers. Their 
business is with the Bible and the 
souls of their pupils. Upon their 
success in conveying a knowledge of 
the former, and awakening a concern 
in the latter, may depend the ultimate 
happiness of those committed to their 
charge. An acquaintance with the 
manners and customs of the Jews, and 
other Eastern nations, is of great im- 
portance in ascertaining the meaning 
of many parts of the Bible. The little 
volume before us, with twenty-four 
very neat cuts, which speak at once 
to the “eye and the understanding,” 
explains many texts of Scripture in 
a clear and satisfactory manner. It 
is unnecessary for us to say more of 
the merits of the book, as we have 
ornamented the present number of 
our Magazine with two of the cuts, 
and given the explanations. From 
these specimens our readers will be 
able to judge of the merits of the vo- 
lume, which we recommend as a 
beautiful reward for young persons, 
and especially Sunday scholars in the 
higher classes. 








Tax Twiy«utne Star. By the author 
of the Shepherd and his Flock. With 
an appropriate cut, 18mo. pp. 34. 
American S. 8. Union, 1824. 


Ex1za Hopers is the “ Twinkling 
Star,” which shines very beautifully 


in this little book. When very young 
she was taken sick, and suffered 


much pain, which she bore with great 
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patience and resignation, and at the 
age of two years and ten months, she 
died happily as good little children 
may always expect to die, if they love 
Jesus Christ. Soon after Eliza’s death 
her mother wrote a letter to Mrs. 
Lovegood, giving the character of her 
little daughter and an account of her 
death, which Mrs. Love good desired 
her own little boy and girl to carry to 
their father, who was then in the gar- 
den enjoying the coolness of a sum- 
mer’s evening. Mr. Lovegood, being 
seated beneath the spreading branch- 
es of a large tree with his little son 
George and his sister, read the letter 
to them, and occasionally answered 
the questions his young auditors pro- 
posed to him, and made very pious 
and judicious remarks ; related an an- 
ecdote about George Washington, and 
concluded with a suitable exhortation 
that his children would imitate the 
lovely example of Eliza. 

We presume this is a work of im- 
agination, but can safely recommend 
it as a suitable, and very interesting 
reward book for the Testament class, 
and, indeed for younger scholars 
who may have it read to them by 
their parents or friends. 





Tae Srantsa Davueater. By the Rev. 
George Butt, late Chaplain in ordi- 
nary to George IIIf. Revised and 
corrected by his daughter, Mrs. 
Suzerwoop, author of “ Stories on 
the Church Catechism,” “ The Fair- 
child Family,” &c. Sc.  12mo., 
pp. 293. 1824. 


The name of Mrs. Sherwood must 
be familiar to most of our readers, as 
the author of many very interesting 
and useful works for children and 
youth. ,Several of the productions of 
her pen are placed on our catalogue, 


| 

















and others of equal merit have been 
extensively and advantageously circu- 
lated, especially in christian families. 
It is on these accounts that we have 
placed in our review the title of 
‘‘The Spanish Daughter,” which, 
though dignified with the name of a 
‘‘late chaplain” of “ his late Majes- 
ty,” as its author, and honoured with 
the editorship of “Mrs. Sherwood,” 
is altogether as unfit a companion 
of the ‘* Fairchild Family” as the 
‘* Arabian Nights Tales” would be of 
‘** Stories on the Church Catechism.” 
And lest the name of its editor 
should prompt collectors of Sunday 
school libraries, who cannot read the 
“sights of books’? which are teeming 
from the press, to place it on their 
shelves, we deemed it necessary to 
give them this caution, not to put into 
the hands of Sunday scholars, or their 
teachers, a book wiich they certainly 
ought never to read. 


NOTICES OF BOOKS. 


The Arrican Youts, or Honest Jo- 
siah. Price, Union, 124 cents per 
dozen. Non union 15 cents. 


[The * African Youth,” was redeemed from 
slavery by the Church Missionary Society. 
He was a good boy, loved to read the word 
of God; and was so strictly just in all his 
dealings as to gain the title of * Honest Jo 
siah,””} 


The Prayine Youtus. Price same. 


(The “ Praying Youths” is an account of three 
Sunday schocl boys who statedly met in a 
shed, in a newly formed street in Fdinburgh, 
and united their voices and hearts in prayer, 
that, whatever other children do, the Lord 
would enable them to serve him; that he 
would bless them, and their meetings, and 
their teachers, A very suitable and pretty 
reward book.] 


The Orraan Girt. Price same. 


(** Thou father of the fatherless, 
Pity the orphan’s woes:” are the closing 
lines of a little hymn which * The Orphan 
Girl” was sweetly singing in the village 
church-yard, at the graves of her parents 
when she was discovered by a kind friend, 
who gave her an asylam in his own house. 
The aye of true religion took deep 
root in her t, and she became a living 


witness to use power and grace of Christ.) 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
New-York City. 

School No. 23, connected with the 
Male Union of New-York, has been 
long distinguished for the excellent 
plan upon which it is conducted, and 
for the intelligence, zeal, and perse- 
verance of its principal conductors. 
The superintendent, especially, has 
manifested a devotion to the cause 
scarcely equalled by any one with 
whom we are acquainted, and in his 
last report, he has furnished us with 
some striking results, which render 
any apology for the length of the fol- 
lowing extract entirely unnecessary. 


We multiply the opportunities of 
religious instruction by meetings held 
alternately at the houses of the chil- 
dren, by their respective teachers. 
No pupil is aiosienk until visited, and 
a special agreement entered into be- 
tween him and his parents, and the su- 

erintendent. And at that time the ob- 
jects of the institution are particularly 
unfolded. None leave the schoo] with- 
out receiving a certificate of discharge, 
and a final visit and charge from the 
superintendent, who visits quarterly 
all the families connected with the 
school. The teachers visit their se- 
veral classes, and we have no other 
appointments of visiters : considering 
the teachers the most proper persons, 
and believing the acquaintance they 
thus form with the parents will in- 
crease the facilities of instructing 
their children. Every scholar has a 
particular seat assigned him, which 
he always retains; this concurs with 
our plans, which do not allow of any 
change of place in the classes. Such 
as best succeed in their exercises are 
commended for their merits. No 
scholar is promoted to any other class, 
but each teacher retains his scholars, 
and thus obtains a great advantage, 
by his experience, of their habits and 
dispositions, and his social intercourse 
with the parents: both of which are 
equally advantageous to the scholars. 
No teacher is allowed to carry a rod, 
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whip, or rule, and in no extremity 
can any vicious child be expelled from 
the school: such being considered 
more properly than any others the 
objects of our care and instruction. 
In their recitations from scripture, 
they are restricted to fifteen verses. 
The last peculiarity we shall mention, 
is, we think, important, though in 
Sunday schools but very little advo- 
cated—that of receiving children at 
a very early age, as soon as they are 
capable of taking care of themselves, 
Some we have received at threa 
years, many at four; the prudence 
and utility of this measure must be 
obvious; we have no prejudices to 
remove, few bad habits to eradicate, 
and their vicious propensities being 
by no means so strong as ata more 
mature age, they are more easily cor- 
rected, and sooner disciplined for in- 
struction. When older boys enter the 
school, we have observed that valua- 
ble opportunities are lost, and much 
time required ere they can be ad- 
vanced to that point which is directly 
gained by those who are thus early 
instructed. 

We have much evidence of the 
correctness of our views in this re- 
spect, in the practical display of these 
principles, in the recently improved 
conduct of missions; we refer to the 
establishment of native schools, more 
particularly for children, to instruct 
them in the principles of religion, with 
the arts of civil life; and to the plan 
lately adopted on an extensive scale 
in England, for the establishment of 
infant schools; which has been at- 
tended with the most salutary effects. 
We cannot perhaps present you with 
stronger proofs of the utility of our 
measures than the following pleasing 
particulars :—Out of a register num- 
ber of two hundred and forty-three, 
our average attendance for the last 
year has been two hundred and five; 
and rarely have we any absentees but 
from sickness or other inability.— 
Though some of our scholars have 
left us for a while, either through 
caprice of their parents, or their own 
depravity, yet there is not one of 
these who has not again been indu- 
ced to return under more encoura- 
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ging circumstances than ever. More 
than two hundred read the Scriptures, 
some of whom have received no 
other instruction than ours. Only one 
of our scholars will leave us the en- 
suing May. Of the whole number re- 
ceived on our register during five 
years, We retain more than one hal 
in present attendance. Surely suc 
plans, as secure the regular attend- 
ance of the scholars for successive 
years, are those which are most like- 
ly, with the divine blessing, to ad- 
vance them to the highest moral 
and religious excellency. We have 
thought proper to state these partic- 
ulars in compliance with your consti- 
tution, which requires the conductors 
to make known to the society, from 
time to time, such plans of usefulness 
as they may adopt. We trust these 
hints may not prove unprofitable. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY, 
Albany, New-York. 


The fifth annual report of the Alba- 
ny Sunday School Society says :— 
By comparing the number of Sunday 
schools in this city, with the present 
population thereof, (13,000) there 
will appear to be only one scholar to 
every 26 inhabitants. Without re- 
marking further on this truth, we 
trust the importance of it will cause 
an inquiry to be made by every friend 
of the poor—Cannot more be done 
for the rising generation ? 

The present number of schools is 
12, conducted gy ary on the same 
plan as heretofore, but daily becom- 
ing more useful and interesting from 
the increased experience of those 
who have the management of them ; 
it being no uncommon circumstance 
to find in almost all, some of the same 
teachers with whom the schools ori- 
— The schools have been con- 

ucted by 11 principals, 10 superin- 
tendents, 5 secretaries, 121 teachers, 
91 of whom are professors; about 
1170 scholars are enrolled on the re- 
gisters of the different schools, but 
on account of various circumstances, 
the average attendance is not more 
than 634—who have recited during 
the past year 260,974 verses of scrip- 
ture. 








These schools consist of almost all 
the various denominations of Chris- 
tians. There are, 3 Presbyterian— 
2 Reformed Dutch—1 Episcopal— 
1 Baptist—1 Lutheran—1 Methodist 
—2 Independent, and 1 not specified 
—each steadfastly prosecuting, with 
Christian feelings, their own labours, 
and at the same time well wishers 
of their sister schools, by whatever 
names they may be called. 

The Committee, in closing the re- 
“ny suggest to the rich and benevo- 
ent whether there is any institution, 
which, with so small an amount of 
funds can accomplish so much good, 
and that good done so entirely un- 
mixed with any possible evil. If it 
was not that Sunday schools aim a 
deadly blow at that long train of evils 
growing out of ignorance and vice 
in the low classes—if they did not 
give a virtuous and happy direction 
to their views and habits—if by aid- 
ing the hand of the magistrate in the 
most effectual manner, they did not 
add to the safety of property and the 
good order of society—the committee 
would not so confidently urge their 
claims to patronage. 


This important society has now be- 
come auxiliary to the American Sun- 
day School Union. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
Richmond, Va. 


Auxiliary Unions should endeavour 
to send their reports previous to the 
first of May, in each year, in order 
that they may be published in the 
Appendix tothe Annual Report. The 
report of the Richmond Union, which 
seems to have struggled with many 
difficulties, and has overcome them, 
has just been received. We can 
barely notice it, and leave the details 
for our next Annual Report. 


Some of our schools have experi- 
enced in the past year severe depres- 
sion, some have been for a time in- 
operative, and one has been relin- 
quished and closed. The attempts 
made about two years ago to extend 


the benefits of Sunday schools in this 
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city on the local system, so highly 
recommended by the celebrated Dr. 
Chalmers, have resulted in but par- 
tial success, not indeed from any de- 
fect in the system, but from the defi- 
ciency of teachers. From this cause 
the number of schools which at one 
time was ten, is now reduced to six, 
and of these, three were compelled 
to suspend their operations during 
the winter months through want of 
suitable rooms. These and other 
circumstances have been truly dis- 
couraging to the superintendents and 
teachers, and were doubtless a great 
hinderance to the scholars; but these 
schools have revived with the Spring, 
and it is believed are as flourishing 
as at any former period. 

The following statements are drawn 
from the reports of the several schools. 





School No. Scholars. Teachers. 

1 90 17 
2 156 13 
3 31 5 
4 30 4. 
5 62 8 
6 79 11 

Total 428 58 


Lest this statement should be 
thought to exhibit the whole extent 
of Sunday school instruction in Rich- 
mond, it should be known that other 
Sunday schools, not attached to this 
society, are in successful operation 
among us; of which we are enabled 
to state, that of the Second Baptist 
Church, which has on register 90, av- 
erage attendance 70, and 12 teachers; 
and at the Monumental Church there 
are on register 150, average attend- 
ance 80, and 15 teachers. From all |) 
these facts it appears that there are | 
in Richmond and Manchester on re- | 
gister 668 children, and usually at- 
tending 459 ; and yet it may be fairly 
estimated that an equal number of | 
children remain quite destitute of re- | 
ligious instruction. This may be at- | 
tributed in some degree to causes | 
above intimated, but still more to the | 
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deplorable apathy of many parents, 
who seem insensible alike to the 
eternal interests of themselves and | 
their children. 


We learn from the above extract | 
that several schools in Richmond are | 
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not connected with the general union 
of that city, nor with the American 
Union, and we would take occasion 
to mention that the American Sunday 
School Union does not interfere with 
the internal concerns, nor particular 
plans of any of its auxiliaries ; hence 
every objection on the part of indivi- 
dual schools to unite with the Nation- 
al Union, arising from peculiar reli- 
gious tenets, or a preference to par- 
ticular methods of teaching, are re- 
moved ; and very considerable advan- 
tages are offered to auxiliary Unions 
in the purchase of books at reduced 
prices. 

In order that the annual reports of 
the Union may give as correct a 
statement as possible of the whole 
number of persons in the United 
States who enjoy the advantages of 
Sunday school instruction, we would 
recommend that auziliary unions 
should follow the plan adopted in the 
report before us, and give the num- 
ber of scholars in their vicinity not 
connected with the Union; for al- 
though the reports of such schools 
cannot be inserted in the Appendix, 
a summary account may be embodied 
in the annual report, which would 
add interest to that document. 

The Secretary of the Richmond 
Union informs us that on Sunday the 
4th of July, “ our schools, with the 
others not yet connected with the 
union, assembled on the Capitol 
Square, at 9 o’clock in the re 
and moved in procession, about 
in number, including officers of the 
society, superintendents, teachers, &c, 
to one of our churches, where an in- 
teresting and appropriate address was 
delivered by the Rev. William J. 
Armstrong. The children sung the 
fifth Hymn, Sunday School Hymn 
Book, to Old Hundred. 

This is the first time any thing of 
the kind has been attempted here, 
and has proved much to the satisfac- 
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tion of the public generally, and no 


doubt will be productive of good to 
the institution.” 





AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


It is not our intention to record in 
detail, the operations of religious 
tract societies ; but as the American 
Sunday School Union issues a series 
of these useful publications, and its 
efforts are immediately connected 
with those institutions, whose sole 
object is the distribution of religious 
tracts, we shall occasionally give a 
brief notice of their labours, and se- 
lect such interesting facts as illustrate 
their utility. We commence with the 
Tenth Annual Report of the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, which has just 
been published. 

During the last year, the Society 
published 770,000 tracts, making the 
whole number printed by the Socie- 
ty from its commencement 4,217,500. 

The Society has 112 Depositories, 
located in several of the states. From 
the report we select the following 
extracts, which show the 


BENEFITS OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS, 


A respectable Gentleman who had 
not enjoyed the advantages of an ear- 
ly religious education, and was inclin- 
ed often to expose and magnify the 
faults of Christians, called, about four 
years s5° on a professor of religion, 
who affectionately proposed to read 
him a tract. “I waited,” says he, 
“and heard him through. As he 
proceeded, my attention became fix- 
ed; my mind was, as it were, riveted 
upon the tract. I found my own 
character drawn in the strongest liv- 
ing colours. Conviction seized my 
mind. I saw myself to be one who 
had abused the long-suffering of God ; 
despised the rich offers of the Gos- 
pel ; trifled with a Saviour’s love; and 

elt, that if 1 were cut off in my sins, 
God would remain forever glorious. 
In about six weeks afterwards, I was 








brought, as I trust, to throw myself 
into the arms of sovereign mercy, and 
to embrace that Saviour whom I 
had rejected for almost twenty-eight 
years.” This gentleman has since 
printed for gratuitous distribution a 
considerable edition of the tract which 
had been thus blessed to him ; and an 
edition of two others, one of which is 
the Swearer’s Prayer—* feeling it to 
be his duty,” as he informed the 
Committee, “thus to manifest his 
gratitude ; and especially, as he had 
been once addicted to profaneness, 
to counteract as much as possible, the 
evils of his former example.” 

A pious Gentleman, travelling in 
Rhode Island, left the tract called 
‘“*The Warning Voice,” at a house 
where he had lodged one night ;— 
it was read by a young woman in the 
family, and proved, as she hopes, and 
as is believed by those who know her, 
the means of her conversion to God. 
She has since united with a Christian 
church. 

A man and his wife who were both 
lamentably indifferent to the subject 
of religion, and were removing for 
the purpose of settlement in a distant 
part of the country, pursuing differ- 
ent routes, were so long separated 
that the lady was filled with the most 
alarming apprehensions for the safety 
of her husband. While she remained 
at M , in deep affliction, a tract 
was given her, which, by the Divine 
blessing, led her to put her trust in 
Christ, the only true source of conso- 
lation. Her husband was at length 
restored to her, and seeing the change 
in her character, was led to acknow- 
ledge the reality and excellency of 
true religion; and they are now, in 
a destitute part of the country, using 
their united exertions to promote the 
spiritual welfare of those around 
them. 

In the town of M , where the 
above event occurred, a tract given 
to a profane and dissolute young 
man, was the evident means of his 
conversion. He lived in health, a 
few months; when he was suddenly 
removed into eternity. 

A lady in New Hampshire, who 
has been, for several years, a profes- 
sor of religion, traces her first serious 
impressions to the reading of the tract, 
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entitled, Wo Life Pleasing to God, but 
that which is Useful to Mankind. 

I gave a tract, says a valuable Cor- 
respondent, to a female servant who 
was much alarmed in a_ thunder 
storm, and accompanied it with some 
conversation. It made known to her 
the wrath of God revealed against 
her, while continuing impeniteat, and 
was the means, as there is reason, to 
believe, of directing her to the only 
refuge from the eternal storm that is 
coming on the ungodly, She con- 
tinues, so far as man can judge, a 
sincere friend of Jesus. 

About four years ago, on a tour to 
Canada, says Mr. C , a gentle- 
man in a neighbouring state, I tra- 
velled near the White Mountains in 
New Hampshire, visiting from house 
to house, conversing with every per- 
son I met about their eternal inter- 
ests, and presenting all with Religious 
Tracts, which were received with so 
much gratitude and joy, as to render 
my journey exceedingly pleasant. 
The next year I was employed by the 
New Hampshire Bible Society to tra- 
vel around the White Mountains; and 
calling at a house, I said in an affec- 
tionate manner, ‘* Will you tell me if 
the Lord Jesus Christ dwells here ?” 
“TI trust,” said the woman, “he is 
precious to my soul, yea, and alto- 
gether lovely.” I inquired when, 
and by what means, she hoped she 
had been born again. ‘A man by 
the name of C »” she said, “came 
mn here, about a year since, and gave 
me atract. When he was gone, one 
of my children began to read it aloud. 
It showed me my sins against a holy 
God, and revealed his wrath against 
me. I felt that I was lost forever. I 
read the tract again and again, and 
my ruin only appeared greater than 
before, till at length I had a discove- 
ry of the way of salvation by a cruci- 
fied Redeemer.” She added, “I 
have longed to see that Mr. C——, 
ever since.” When I told her I was 
he, she looked at me with a pleasing 
surprise, and expressed her emotions 
of joy and gratitude with such unaf- 
fected sincerity, as abundantly repaid 
me for all the sacrifices I had made. 
—Her husband then said, “ You gave 
me a tract also, but I was unmoved 
by it; since that, however, I hope 
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the Lord has showed mercy to my 
soul.”” Four seasons, adds Mr. C——, 
1 have been out on the delightful 
business of scattering your silent and 
powerful missionaries, and were I 
able, | would travel through every 
destitute portion of our country, dis- 
persing Bibles and tracts, at my own 
expense—* though faint, yet pursu- 
ing.” 

A lady in one of our large towns 
heard a man swearing profanely at 
his team, while passing by her house, 
and handed him the Swearer’s Pray- 
er. He took the tract, put it in his 
hat, and went on. About six months 
afterwards, the lady had the pleasure 
to learn that he had related the cir- 
cumstance with much interest; and 
said, that he had never sworn since, 
and had resolved, God assisting him, 
never to swear again. 

Communications for the American 
Tract Society may be addressed to 
Mr. W. A. Hallock, Andover, Massa- 


chusetts. 





RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, 
New York City. 

The twelfth report of this society 
furnishes abundant evidence of its 
increasing usefulness. Last year the 
managers printed from their stereo- 
type plates, 254,500 tracts, making 
the whole number 1,561,744. They 
have added 25 tracts to their cata- 
logue, which now exhibits 192 in the 
English, 15 in the Spanish, and 9 in 
the French language, with a number 
of small books, suitable for children. 

During the year, 39,205 tracts have 
been voted to different societies and 
individuals as donations, 17,501, have 
been taken by subscribers, 19,565, 
delivered to the ‘‘ Ladies Branch So- 
ciety,” and 94,826 have been sold, 
making a distribution during the year 
of 171,397. 

A very large number of these have 
found their way into Sunday and oth- 
er schools, 
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NEW-YORK STATE TRACT SOCIETY. 


This institution has lately commen- 
ced its operations at Albany. J. V. 
N. Yates, Esq. Secretary of State, 
and acting Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools, has issued a circular re- 
commending the publications of this 
society to the Commissioners and In- 
spector of Common Schools, and di- 
rected them to use the necessary 
means for introducing religious tracts 
into all the primary schools in the 
state. It is stated that New-York, 
which contains 46,085 square miles, 
divided into 680 towns, embracing a 
population of upwards of 1,000,000, 
has 7,300 common schools, at which 
are taught, eight months in the year 
400,000 children between 4 and 16 
years of age, toward the expense of 
which the state annually contributes 
90,000 dollars, The introduction of 
judicious religious tracts into these 
schools will be of great benefit, and 
we hope the directors will meet with 
all the success they desire in their 
benevolent undertaking. 





AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


BY-LAWS 
Of the Board of Managers, 1824. 


Art. 1.—It shall be the duty of the 
president, or in his absence, of one 
of the vice-presidents, or of a chair- 
man pro tempore, to preside at all 
meetings of the Board of Managers ; 
to enforce the by-laws; to preserve 
order; to decide on all questions of 
order without debate, subject to an 
appeal to the Board by any two 
members; to give a casting vote on 
questions when there isa tie; and to 
call meetings of the Board at the re- 
quest of any four managers. 

Art, 2.—It shall be the duty of the 
corresponding secretary to conduct 
the correspondence of the Society; 
to record in a book copies of his com- 








munications ; to file all letters receiv- 
ed by him, and lay the whole of his 
proceedings before the board at their 
stated meetings. 


Art. 3.—It shall be the duty of the 
recording secretary to keep regular 
and fair minutes of the proceedings 
of the Society, and of the Board of 
Managers, in books to be provided 
for that purpose ; to preserve the re- 
cords and other papers of the institu- 
tion; to keep a correct list of the 
names of the managers, and to notify 
them of the time and place of meet- 
ing. 

Art. 4.—It shall be the duty of the 
treasurer to receive and hold the mo- 
nies, obligations, and evidences of 
public stock belonging to the Socie- 
ty 3 to pay drafts or orders signed by 

e president, or other presiding offi- 
cer, and countersigned by the record- 
ing secretary ; to keep a fair account 
of all receipts and expenditures for 
the Society, in a book which shall at 
all times be open to the inspection 
of any of the managers, and which 
book shall as often as they direct, be 
laid before them, and annually pre- 
pare an account of the receipts and 
expenditures, which shall be pre- 
sented to the stated meeting in May. 
He shall also give a bond with securi- 
ty in the penal sum of two thousand 
dollars. 

Art. 5.—The Board of Managers 
shall meet on the day succeeding the 


-annual election, for the choice of 


officers. 

Art. 6.—The stated meetings of the 
Board shall be held on the first Thurs- 
day evening of every month. 

Art. 7.—The reports of committees 
shall be made in writing, and shall be 
the first business at the meeting after 
the minutes are read. 


Art. 8.—A general depository for 
the sale of books, &c. shall be esta- 
blished in the city of Philadelphia, to 
be under the management of an 

nt to be appointed by the Board 
of Managers, who shall give a bond 
with security in the penal sum of one 
thousand dollars, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of his duty, and 
shall furnish the Board monthly with 
an account of the sales made by him, 
and pay the amount of monies recciv- 
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ed by him into the hands of the trea- 
surer. 

Art. 9.—School societies in con- 
nexion with this union shall be enti- 
tled to receive books and other arti- 
cles necessary to their schools from 
the depository at reduced prices. 

Art. 10.—There shall be annually 
elected by the Board of Managers, a 
committee of publication, to consist 


of five members, whose duty it shall |, 








be to superintend the publication of 
the Magazine, and other works which 
may be published by the Society. 
Art. 11.—One month previous to 
the annual meeting, each school so- 
ciety shall report in writing to the 
corresponding secretary, the state 


and progress of their respective 
_ schools, from which the Board shall 


form a general report to lay before 
the annual meeting of the Society. 





POETRY. 


For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
VERSES 
Suggested by reading the first number. 


I passed a field where thistles grew, 
Where stones and thorns appear’d; 

The useless down around me flew, 
Nor fruit, nor flower was rear’d. 


Again I passed the self-same field, 
And rich perfume blew there ; 
The garden flowers their sweetness 
yield, 
Young trees rich blossoms bear. 


Surprised to see the wondrous change, 
I traced the gard’ner’s hand ; 
Labour and skill, (’twas nothing 
strange !) 
Improved the wasted land. 
The sun from Heav’n, the tender 
dews 
Assist the labourer’s toil ; 
And skill with richer earth renews 
The former barren soil. 


Thus many a bleak and moral wild, 
In mental wastes have been 
Throughout our land, where mercy 
smil’d, 
And Edens now are seen. 
The Sunday schools possess a charm 
To draw young wand’rers near, 
Darkness and vice did once alarm ; 
Now fruits of faith appear. 


The Saviour smiles, the Spirit draws, 
The youthful heart believes ; 

And by the Covenant, and the Cross, 
The hope of heaven receives. 


To make each state a garden grow, 
Let cwron still won 

And we, as the glad tidings flow, 
Shall tell the welcome tale. 


New-York, July, 1824 B. 











For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
HYMN. 
Congregation, 


We give thee thanks, Almighty Lord, 
Who art, and wast, and still shalt 
be ; 
That thou, in majesty, dost reign 
From land to land, from sea to sea. 


Lo, in our day we see fulfilled, 
What saints of old long waited for ; 
The savage and the pagan learn 
To know thy name, and to adore. 


O let the kingdoms of the earth, 
To thee their majesty resign: 
Repress their strife; and let them 
learn (thine, 
All power, in heav’n and earth, is 
Pupils. 
We give thee thanks that thou hast 
cast {will : 
Our lot, where we can learn thy 
O teach our memories to retain, 


What our kind teachers would in- 
still. 


Teachers. 


Be thou our guide, our light, our 
strength, 
And warm us with a heavenly ray, 
Then, in thy fear, with hope serene, 
We'll teach unthinking youth thy 
way. 


Together. 


Hosanna! thee we ever hail 
Our Saviour, our eternal friend ; 
Haste now thy coming—make us 


thine, {shall end. 
While time shall last, when time 
J. G, H. 


Washington City, 1824. 
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NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. AUGUST. 








DONATIONS 
TC THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
From June 1, to July 25, inclusive. 


FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. Shearman’s Creek, Pa.S.S.S. $3 











Gettysburgh, Pa. Sunday Ss. Ss, os $3 Williamsburgh, Va. Sund. S. S. 3 
INITIATORY SUBSCRIPTIONS. FROM SOCIETIES NOT AUXILIARY. 
Germantown, Pa. Fem. S. S. S. Mifflinsburgh, Pa. S.S. Union.* 10 
of St. Luke’s Church, - - 3 FROM INDIVIDUALS, 
Millwood, Va. Sun. S. Union, - ST New-York City, Divie Bethune, 
Merion, (Lower) Pa. Sun. S. S. 3 Esq. Vice-President, - 20 
Morris County, N.J.S.S. Union, 3 sal 
Newtown, N.J.S.S. Union, - 3 $69 
Nashville, Ten. Sun. S. Union, 3 ae re 
Petersburg, Va. Sun. 8S. Union, 3 HUGH DE BAN re oo 
Philadelphia, Pa. Sun. S. So. of Treas. 4. 5S. 5. U. 
St. John’s Church, Race st. - 3 |} Philad. July 25, 1824. 

Rye Township, Perry Co. Penn. 3 ee , hes di 
Staunton, Va. Sun, Sch. Union, 53 ati. 5. tues lade aaa 
— + oo 
AUZILIARIES 


TO THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
Recognised since June 1, 1824, 


SOCIETIES. OFFICERS. 
Sunday School Society of Milwood, Frederick vo 
County, Va. Rev. W. Means, President 


Sunday School Society of St. John’s Church, 
Race street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Nashville Sunday School Society, Nashville, Ten. W. A. Ercanacn, Secretary. 
Female Sunday School of St. Luke’s Church, 
Germantown, Pa. 
Sunday School Society, Williamsburgh, Va. E. G. Gatuirre, Secretary. 
Newtown Sunday School Union, Newtown, Sus- 
sex, Co. N. J. 
Sunday School Union Society of Albany, N. Y. R.1. Buincxernorr, Secy. 
Staunton Sunday School Union, Staunton, Va. Josgera Cowan, Secretary. 
Lower Merion Sunday School Society, Mont- 
gomery county, Pa. 
ae yy Sunday School Society, a W. Wazzacz, Secretary. 
Sunday Schoo! Society of Morris Co. N. J. 
Sunday School Society of Rye township, Perry 
county, Pa. 
Sunday School Union of Petersburgh, Va. 


¢ Bexsamrs Hatstreap, Pres. 


QI 


RKotices and Acknowledgments. 


The friends of Sunday schools are respectfully requested to use their in- 
fluence in promoting the circulation of the American Sunday School Maga- 
zine. It is desirable that every Sunday school teacher should possess a copy, 
but when this is impracticable, several may unite in bearing the expense, and 
have the privilege of reading it. Teachers, and other persons who procure 
six subscribers, and become responsible for the pay, are entitled to one copy 
of the work. 


Other notices are deferred for want of room. 














MODE OF SITTING IN THE EAST, 





ANCIENT ATTITUDE AT TABLE, 


Vox, J, No, Ill. 


